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Unit Focus

In this unit, students will focus on the season of spring. Students will recognize how the environment changes during the spring season. Using
their senses, they will create mental images and identify texts that suggest feelings that appeal to the senses. As writers, first grade students
will learn how to state an opinion and support it with at least one detail. Students will write a narrative using the writing process that will
include all five story elements. The phonics focus will be on identifying long vowel sounds and vowel variants. Students will be able to identify
adjectives and verbs, and use Â-er and Â-est endings to compare. The primary instructional materials for this unit include: The Lorax, The Great
Kapok Tree, How Do You Know ItÂ's Spring?, From Tadpole to Frog, Frogs, and Toads, and Tadpoles, Too, Frogs, When Will It Be Spring?, Just A
Dream, Recycle! A Handbook for Kids, Everything Spring.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 1

Write opinion pieces in which they
introduce the topic or name the book
they are writing about, state an opinion,
supply a reason for the opinion, and
provide some sense of closure.
CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.W.1.1
Identify the main topic and retell key
details of a text. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.1.2
Write narratives in which they recount
two or more appropriately sequenced

T1 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of
texts in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T2 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T3 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T4 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T5

Thematic:  Students will be able to use their five senses to experience and describe the world
through the lens of seasonal change.

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions
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events, include some details regarding
what happened, use temporal words to
signal event order, and provide some
sense of closure. CCSS.ELA-
LITERATURE.W.1.3
Identify words and phrases in stories or
poems that suggest feelings or appeal to
the senses. CCSS.ELA-
LITERATURE.RL.1.4
With guidance and support from adults,
focus on a topic, respond to questions
and suggestions from peers, and add
details to strengthen writing as needed.
CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.W.1.5
With guidance and support from adults,
use a variety of digital tools to produce
and publish writing, including in
collaboration with peers. CCSS.ELA-
LITERATURE.W.1.6
With prompting and support, read prose
and poetry of appropriate complexity for
grade 1. CCSS.ELA-LITERATURE.RL.1.10

U1 (U205) Authors and speakers make
deliberate language, narrative, structure, and
style choices to convey their meaning.
U2 (U701) Writers use a recursive process
(e.g. planning, drafting, revising, editing, and
publishing) to hone their piece.
U3 (U703) To be effective, written and
spoken text (arguments, explanatory,
narrative) must be supported with sound
evidence, sufficient detail, and/or valid
reasoning.
U4

Thematic: The change of each seasons
creates a set of predictable behaviors in
nature, animals, and people.

Q1 (Q201) What are my strategies for
reading this text? How do I know if they are
working? (K-12)
Q2 (Q204) How do authors make specific
language, narrative, structure, and/or style
choices to communicate their ideas? How
does that affect my reading? (K-12)
Q3 (Q600) How do I begin? (K-12)
Q4 (Q601) Why am I writing this piece? Who
will read this? (K-1) How do my audience and
purpose influence the way I plan/write? (2-3)
How do my audience and purpose influence
the structure, language, and style of this
piece? (4-12)
Q5 (Q602) How do I make my writing easy to
understand? (K-2) How do I make my writing
interesting, engaging, and effective given my
audience and purpose? (3-12)
Q6 (Q603) Why do I think this? (K-1) How do I
support my ideas when writing in this
particular genre? (2-12)
Q7 (Q705) How do I know when I am done?
(K-12) What do I need to consider before
submitting or publishing a piece for an
audience? (2-12)
Q8

Thematic: What does this season (spring)
look like? What changes do you see? (e.g.,
trees, weather)

Q9

Thematic:  How do seasonal changes affect
animals/people?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

S1

Write a narrative including the five story
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elements using the writing process: setting,
characters, problem, events, solution

S2

State an opinion and support with at least
one detail (Arctic animals)

S3

Recognize how living things and the
environment change or adapt during spring

S4

Create mental images and identify text that
suggest feelings or appeal to the senses
(prose and poetry)

S5

Identify vowel sounds long i (i-e), (i with y), (-
ing), long o (o-e), vowel variants -ou, -ow and
identify the sound soft c

S6

Identify adjectives and recognize verbs

S7

Use -er and -est endings to compare
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